r'ebruarj' 10, I969 


iilSB 561)1318 Flcker 

(1? nrst Street Saiitl:i 

Cold Sprlnti., .'Unneoota 5632O 

Dear lilss F cker; 

I rof;rel. that I am unable to aaslot you In your 
research Into the asoaoslnatlon of the late Presi- 
dent John F, Kennedy. 

A coi.plete rejj'jrt on the in , estlgatlon conducted by 
this Depart;..ent into the death of President Kennedy 
was subr;lttod to the Presidential ComraiSBion, estab- 
lished following his death. I rtiould like to auggest 
that you contact the United tates Department ol Jus- 
tice for any infor.ation they laigjit be disposed to 
provide. 

2: hope this inforration vill be of so; e value to you 
in corduoting yvur research. 

Very truly yours, 


Chas. Batchelir 
Chief of Police 


nr^-'r. 


817 1st St. So. 

Cold Spring, Minnesota 56320 

February 5, 1969 


Chief of Police 
Dallas, Texas 75200 

Dear Sirs: 

I am a Junior at Rooori High School in Cold Spring, Minnesota. 
Having always been an admirer of the Kennedy family, I have 
decided to do my English research paper on the death of 
President John Kennedy. 

For this reason I'm writing to you for any information you 

might have on this subject. Any brochures or articles 

would be much appreciated. Thank you much for your cooperation. 

Very truly yours, 
Debbie Ficker 


April 15, 1969 


Mr. f^rank E. Oiatelanat 
22a North Nashville Avenue 
Ventnor, New Jeraey O&UO6 

Su'bjecti Aasasslnatlon of 

President John F. Kennedy- 
Dear I-tr. Chatelanati 

I regret -Uiat I an unable to aaslst you In yoxa 
research into the assassination of the late 
President John F. Kennedy. However, I do appre- 
ciate your concern not only for the City of Dal- 
las Police Department, but for the citizens of 
Dallas as well. 

A complete report on the investigation conducted 
by this Department into the death of President 
Kennedy was submitted to the Presidential Conis- 
sion, established following his death. I should 
like to suggest that you contact the United States 
Department of Justice for any information they 
ml^t be disposed to provide. 

I hope this Information will be of some value 
to you in conducting your research. 

Very truly yours. 


TFM/rg 


Chas. Batchelor 
Chief of Police 


22a North Nashville Ave, 
Ventnor, N.J. O8I4O6 
April 8,1969 

Police Chief Charles Batohelor 
Dallas Police Headquarters 
Dallas, Texas 

Dear Mr. Batohelor: 

For some time I have been deeply disturbed by the seemingly end- 
less controversy which has followed the assassinatio n of President 
John P. Kennedy and, more recently, the murders or Ssiia1;o"F~Hobert' 
Kennedy and Doctor Martin Luther King. It is frightening, of course, 
to know that a United States President, a United States Senator, and 
a respected civic leader can be so cruelly shot down and destroyed. 
It is no less terrifying to realize that other national leaders may 
in time suffer a similar fate. 

Yet, I believe that my principal concern is for the American 
people and the damage being done to them by the lack of a thorough 
imderstanding of this bizarre chain of events. Mostly, I am annoyed 
by the absurd charge that we are all to blame; that we are a sick 
society. This is not true. America is not a sick nation, it is the 
healthiest and most advanced people in the history of civilization. 
The average American man has harmed no one but because of the con- 
fusion prevalent today, he is becoming uncertain of his position. 
It is depressing to pick up a newspaper and learn that a reader is 
"ashamed to be an American." 

Of all the books and articles written on the subject, not one 
has given a clear and concise presentation of the facts. To a great 
extent, it is this failure that is responsible for the nationwide 
confusion. Wild and arbitrary speculation has served only to worsen 
matters, and recent developments in New Orleans and Memphis have 
added to the' suspicion, doubt and public torment. I believe the real 
need is for one book that presents all the known facts, objectively 
and comprehensively, in strict chronological order, without undue 
speculation and free of distortion; a book that examines the evidence 
point by point, with both ends of the controversy presented side by 
side, so that the reader can determine for himself or herself what 
the facts really are. 

I would like to write that book. My purpose would not be to 
"investigate the assassination," as other writers have claimed to 
do. One, that is police business; two, I have no such resources. 
The sole purpose of my book would be to offer a clear account of 
the facts. This would necessarily require the cooperation of those 
who were involved in the matter, that I may personally talk to them 
and draw from their knowledge. I would not be interested in writing 
a book that was based on anything less. 


(2) 


I 'believe that the argument against the Dallas Police Department 
has bean stridently overstated. It seems quite obvious that some poor 
judgment was exercised in certain areas, but to convert this into 
charges of being part of a conspiracy is, in my opinion, going to 
unjustified extremes. For that matter, the entire city of Dallas has 
been badly portrayed and the decent people of that city gratuitously 
maligned. Witnesses who unavoidably became Involved in the case have 
been called liars-among other things-but have never been given credit 
for coming forward voluntarily to give whatever information they had 
to offer. I would like to oast them in a better light. Policemen who 
performed well have been largely ignored, while others who committed 
errors in judgment have been thoroughly castigated for their mistake. 
I would like to show in greater detail the role they played in the 
investigation, rather than merely the one isolated incident for which 
they are known. With your permission, I would like to discuss with 
some of your men the issues in which they were involved. 

I have already written to Captain Fritz, Mr. Curry, Sheriff Bill 
Decker, and District Attorney Wade on this subject. At the time, I did 
not know who had succeeded Curry as Chief, hence the reason for your 
letter not being sent with the others. It was not an attempt to go 
around you; without your cooperation my chances of success are slim. 
I am disappointed that I have not yet heard from Fritz or Curry. 

I am fully aware that I may not be able to obtain the needed 
amount of cooperation to make this book possible. For that reason, 
this letter does not constitute a formal request for an Interview. 
The book may never be written. I ask only if you would consider 
seeing me if I am able to secure the cooperation necessary to do 
the job properly. Would you please advise me as to how you feel 
about my intentions and if you would agree to an interview if my 
plans should materialize ? 


Very truly yours. 
Prank E. Chatelanat 


7^1) M q-f 


April 17, 1969 


tfe. Ken Buchanan 
3355 Eaat^Monte Vista 
Tucson, Arizona 85716 

Subject! Requaot for Information 

Dear Mr, Buchanan 1 

I regret that I am unahle to assist you In your research 
Into the assassination of the late President John F. 
Kennedy. 

A complete report on the investi^ition conducted by this 
Department into the death of President Kennedy was sub- 
mitted to the Presidential Commission, established fol- 
lowing his death. I should like to suggest that you 
contact the United States Departinent of Justice for any 
information they might be disposed to provide. 

I hope this Information vill be of some value to you In 
conducting your research. 

Very truly youra, 


TFM/rg 


Chea. Batchelor 
Chief of Police 



Son . nt'.iiP n 
Ti;c son, /-ri zoaf 


3571u 


Df llws -'ollce Dept. 
■;ri.!ss, Tex' s 

■ro ^'/Tm It •ir:;: concr-rn; 

ITa doin;- p rese'rca proer on Osv<fl;i's pspt 1 t'le k'llinf; of 
President KennRd;-. T wf 3 woriilpring i you could posal'-ly te""! ne 
where I cen reach pn officer H.fire;-i= ^:ivt v;Ps ':he officer who was 
t'-, the left nnd resr of t'rie fres'denta c»r, I:" he is still wor>- 
jnr- there plf>»oe fl = k h'-^. to send -:° » short letter tell-'n,:, of wh'it 
ho seen. If !j th' n^: , out : t-e ord.'.aBr..' behind thPt fence o! tii't 
gmasy knoll to the rit;,ht and in front of the presi.dent, rfter tne 
the president was shot. Thank ,'ou • r.: -.uc;; » 


Sincerel,.' 
Sen f.uchf-ni'n 


May 5. 1969 


'tr, Frank E. Chatelanat 
22a North Na«hvllle Avenue 
Ventnor, Now Jersey 08406 

Dear Mr. Chatelanat 1 

1 certainly appreciate your concern over the controversies 
which have followed tfee aBsasslnatlon of the late President 
J. F. Kennedy, but I am unable to furnish the Information 
tiiat you have requested. 

We have numerous such requests from private citizens making 
investigations into the assassination. Due to these many 
requests, a policy has been established lAiich will not permit 
us to release this information. 

Very truly yours. 


Chas. Datohelor 
C!hief of Police 


ECEiln 


22a North Nashville Ave. 
Vantnor, H.J. OHUOb 
May 10, 1969 


Charles Batchelor, Chief 
Dallas Police Department 
Dallas, Texas 

Dear Mr. Batchelor: 

Thank you for your letter of May S. I fully understand your 
position in this matter. 

X have a few ideas I would like to check out and it was ray 
intention to coma to Dallas and look around a little bit. The 
attitude of the Dallas Police, however, seams to indicate that 
my presence in the city would be undesirable. Under those con- 
ditions, it is not very likely that I will make the trip. I would 
not be coming there to cause trouble for anyone and I most certain- 
ly do not wish to get into any of it myself. 

Nevertheless, I am determined that my book will be written 
with or without the proper assistance. I will do my best. If it is 
not fully authenticated, so be it; at least 1 will have tried. On 
the other hand if X am able to find one missing answer, remove one 
shade of doubt, restore one ounce of decency; then X will not have 


I will not bother you again. Best wishes and kindest regards. 


failed. 


Very truly yours, 



Frank ii. Chatelanat 


22a North Nashville Ave. 
Vantnor, N.J. 081+06 
April 28, 1969 

Chief Charles Batchelor 
Dallas Police Department 

Dallas, Texas 75201 CO-1 

Dear Mr. Batchelor: 

On April 8 I wrote to you in regard to a proposed book on the 
controversy which has followed the assassination of President John 
?. Kennedy. I was disappointed to learn in your return letter of 
April 1$ that you would not see me. You suggested instead that I 
contact the Justice Department. In fact, I need help from both ends. 
Allow me to explain. 

The type of material I sun looking for will not be found in re- 
ports. For example, I would like to suggest that the rush up the 
grassy knoll after the shooting was induced by the power of sugges- 
tion, or, more simply, it was little more than follow the leader. 
As near as I can determine. Officer Bobby Hargis was the first one 
to run to the overpass and another officer- I believe it was Clyde 
Haygood, I am not sura- was the first to run to the fence at the 
top of the knoll. The question is; why ? 

We find that Curry radioed; "Get a man on top of that Triple 
Underpass and see what happened up there." Immediately thereafter. 
Decker issued an order to "move ail available men out of my office 
into the railroad yard to try to determine what happened in there..." 
Is it not possible that Hargis and Haygood(?) were carrying out 
the orders of Curry and Decker, and that the others followed them 
up the slope as a natural result ? Here my ignorance has ma stymied. 
I do not know if the motorcycles were equipped with radios and if 
the orders could have been received. If so, ware Hargis and Haygood 
actually responding to the orders ? This is the type of help I need 
and I can find the answers only through direct contact. 

After a long and close study of the evidence, I have what I 
believe to be a supportable alternate to the single bullet theory. 
While my theory is fortified by the existing evidence, it is wholly 
dependent on a possibility that may or may not exist. The answer to 
this is primarily in Washington, not in Dallas. Therefore, I have 
contacted Mr. J. Edgar Hoover and asked for his assistance. If my 
theory can be established, it would account for the FBI contradiction 
of the autopsy report, the location of the holes in the President's 
clothing, the bullet found at Parkland, the ballistics evidence, and 
would offer a credible explanation as to what happened to the third 
bullet. The theory, needless to say, would support the conclusion 
that one man acted alone. 

I woixld like to talk to those who are knowledgeable on 'the sub- 
ject. So far, two members of the Commission-Russell and Cooper- and 
a staff member-Specter- have agreed to see me. I am expecting others 
to follow. From Dallas, only Mr. Wade has agreed to see ma. Won't 
you please reconsider your earlier decision and talk to me ? 

Verv truly yours. 
Prank E. Chatelanat 


May 5, 1969 


Mr. JanieB Sherlock StBvena 
2535 Lawrenoe Strset 
Dallaa, Texas 75215 

Dear Mr. Stovenai 

Thank you for your letter of May 1, I969. I am well, and 
I appreciate your taking the time to Inquire. 

I appreciate your thou«}itfulne«B in offering to the Depart- 
ment your paintings of the late President John F. Kennedy 
and the memtera of his faiolly. rresr»n3~ atty llig T'tRe' 
policies of the Department do not alloy us to accept gifts. 

Rest assured that -Uils Department will continue to strive 
to tie deserving of your valued confidence rad support. 

Very truly yours, 


ECEiln 


Chas. Batohelor 
Chief of Police 



May 9. 1969 


ffr. Brad Barnes 

2333 W, Magnolia 

Fort Worth, Texas 76IIO 

Dear Bradi 

I regret that I am unable to assist you In your research 
Into the assaoBlnation of the late President John F. 
Kennedy. 

A complete report on the Investigation conducted by this 
Department Into the death of President Kennedy was sub- 
mitted to the Presidential Commission, established fol- 
lowing his death. I should like to suggest that you contact 
the United States Department of Justice for any information 
they mi^t be disposed to provide. 

I hope this Information will be of some value to you in 
conducting your research. 

Very truly yours, 


ECEiln 


Chas. Batchelor 
Chief of Police 


Brad Barnes 


2333 W. Magnolia 76II 


Fort Wortb. Texas 


Dear Gentlemen, 

My name Is Brad Baraes and I am an 8th grader at McLean 
Junior High In Fort Worth, Texas. In ray history class I was 
called upon to do a report on our late president, John F. Kennedy. 
The reason I am writing this letter to you is that I thought that 
you at the Dallas Police Dept. ought to have more information 
about the assassination than any other person or group of persons 
anywhere. If you have any pictures or any reports that you can 
sind me , I would be deeply grateful. I would be happy to pay 
for any postage or handling charges. Again, I would be deeply 
grateful for any information that you cuold send me at all. 


Sincerely yours. 



Brad Barnes 


£^ 77 


In reply, please 
refer toi 

CO-1 


December l6, 1969 


Mr. James R. Tener 

Box 367 

WiC Colleges 

Cheater, Pennsylvania I9OI3 
Dear Mr. Tenert 

I regret that I am unable to assist you In your research 
Into the assassination of the late President John F, 
Kennedy ■ 

A complete report on the investigation conducted by this 
department into the death of President Kennedy vas sub- 
mitted to the Presidential CommlBslon, established fol- 
lowing his death, I should like to suggest that you contact 
the United States Department of Justice for any Information 
they night be disposed to provide. 

I hope this information will be of some value to you in 
conducting your research. 

Very truly yours, 


Prank Dyson 
Chief of Police 


ffiCikls 



Box 367 
PMC Colleges 
Chester, Pa. 19013 
December 10, 1969 

Dallas Police Department 
Dallas , Texas 

Dear Sirs; 

I am presently enrolled at Pennsylvania Military Collgge, and 
I am now working on a report. This report is on the assassination 
of President Kennedy, I would appreciate it if you would aesi:^ 
assist me by sending me any Information you could. I realize 

C*IS< 

this was a serious'and you probally can't give out much Inform- 
ation, but I would appreciate any information at all, I will 
cover any costs that you might have, including postage. 
Thank you for any help you can give me. 

Sincerely yours, 
James H. Tener 



James Tener 

Box 367 

PMC Colleges 

Chester, Pa. 19013 


Dallas Police Department 

Dallas 

Texas 


